
 

Club  Tour  

     

 
The Club Tour is very competitively priced and,  

with a ñfully loadedò spec, in our opinion, it is also the 

 finest traditional 700c touring bike  
available anywhere, at any price!  

Hundreds of happy owners think so too.  
Why not try one yourself, without any risk?  

 A superb derailleur geared, 

record breaking*  
  traditional touring bike.  

  Issue 18a 

  Jan 2012 

Please read and note. 
Prices are rising all the time and 
we do not wish to waste resources; 
consequently the prices in printed 

copies of this brochure may no 
longer be correct. 
The current prices, given in the on 

line brochure, are correct and will 
always be honoured 

 Here is Scottôs own account...remember he   
bought his Club Tour with his own moneyé  
####   ...we didnôt sponsor him... 
...and he rode unsupported...this is probably 
##the sporting achievement of the century! 
 
ñTo break the world record for cycling 
the length of the Americas I chose a 
Thorn Club Tour. Purchasing the bike 
was simple and easy. I spoke with 
Robin on the phone and discussed the 
various options for the groupset, 
wheels, etc. Robin's experience was 
extremely  valuable in making these 
choices.  I found the Club Tour to be 
strong, but not excessively heavy, a 
perfect blend for going fast  with a 
fairly beefy  load. During the 14,000 
mile cycle I was continually impressed 
with the level of comfort afforded to me 
by the Club Tour. Despite spending 
upwards of 10 hours in the saddle 
every day for 125 days I had virtually 
no shoulder or back pain of note. For 
me, the Thorn Club Tour  provides 
everything you would need for one of 
the worlds longest time trials: 
strength, reliability, comfort and value 
for money. Who would have thought 
having a Thorn stuck between my legs 
would be so pleasurableéò 
Scott Napier 15 -1-2010  

I certainly didnôt know that I was designing a time-trial bike, 
when I created the Club Tour! But Scott Napier bought a 
Club Tour from us and then used it to become the  

    New Guinness World Record Holder , for cycling  

               the Pan American Highway .  

(14,050 miles from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego in 125 days)   
#####Scott smashed 15 days off the previous record! 
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High quality steel is the best possible material 
for a strong, comfortable, well equipped, long 
lasting frame... all our bikes are high quality heat 
treated steel... we would not wish to build our bikes 
with anything else and we would not wish to use 
anything else for our own cycling!  

The final heat treatment process can double the cost of 
a steel cycle tube. Heat treatment significantly raises the 
UTS (ultimate tensile strength) which makes the tubes 
stronger and more resistant to cracking, it also makes the 
tubes more resistant to denting. It also greatly enhances 
steelôs much talked of and easy to notice but hard to 
describe quality of ñresilienceò. Because heat treatment is 
so expensive, the steel tubes used in most cycles are not 
heat treated. If a frame doesnôt say ñheat treatedò, you can 
be certain that the tubes wonôt be.  

All the tubes used in Thorn frames are heat treated. 

Cheap (thick-walled) aluminium frames are strong 
enough, they could have the fittings required on a touring 
bike but they are heavy and very uncomfortable.  

Expensive (thin walled) aluminium frames are less 
uncomfortable and they are quite light but they canôt have 
the fittings required for touring and they break!  Dealing with 
a broken lightweight aluminium frame is easy...You recycle 
it into bottle tops! 

Carbon fibre frames can be very lightweight and very 

durable...as long as you donôt scratch them...a gouge in a 
carbon frame is a catastrophic failure waiting to happen. Iôd 

have no hesitation using one for racing... 

                         ...if I raced !  

and (especially) if somebody else was paying for it!  

It is difficult to manufacture a carbon frame with bosses...I 
donôt know whether to laugh or cry, when I see a ñcoolò 
carbon road racing frame being used for lightweight 
touring...I see rattling mudguards, held on with cable ties, 
mega heavy alloy seat post-fitting (seat post breaking?) 
carriers with loads being carried, which are too high and too 
far back for stability...or I see no provision for luggage at all, 

with the riders looking like a cricket 
umpire, clothing tied around their 
waist...how cool is that...in both senses 

of the word?  

I also frequently see the dangers and difficulties associated 
with toe overlap. 

Titanium is two-thirds of the weight of steel...but even 
the top quality, cycle-specific tubes are much less stiff. 
To make a frame which is as stiff as a good, high quality 
steel frame, you have to use considerably more volume of 
material, which does not give that much of a weight saving! 
Many customers however want a weight saving with a Ti 
frame and they end up with a frame which is not stiff 
enough...this 
not only 
wastes 
energy...it can 
give a scary 
ride down 

steep hills!  

Much of the 
titanium used 
today is not 
only of a very 
low grade but 
it is also 
ñplain gaugeò material, that is, it is not butted at all! If low 
grade steel frames can be nicknamed ñgas pipeò, perhaps 
these tubes should be called ñnuclear reactor cooling pipeò. 
Such tubes may be an improvement on ñgas pipeò steel but 
they are far inferior to top quality 
steel, unless, of course, they are 
actually being used in a reactor! 

They remind me of the story of  
ñthe Emperorôs new clothesò. 

It is either impossible or 
extremely expensive to have the 
required fittings on a high quality 
butted Ti frame and furthermore, 
all such titanium frames, that we 
have known, have also broken!  It is usually impossible to 
repair a cracked titanium frame. Perhaps there are some 
proper titanium frames, being made today, or which may be 
made in the future, that wonôt break...but we doubt it. We 
certainly wouldnôt want to risk such a huge sum of money, 
when steel is almost as light, is much more durable and 
could be easily repaired if necessary, steel rides better, is 
relatively inexpensive and a steel frame can have all the 
fittings you require.  

The business began as St John Street Cycles, in 1984 when 
Robin Thorn took over an almost defunct toy and cycle shop at 36 St 
John Street. He chose Bridgwater quite by chance ï he was having 
holiday in the area from his home in Norfolk, and was amazed to see 
the number of people on bicycles in the town. In an instant the decision 
was made and the shop was leased that day. 

Robin borrowed a small sum from his parents and worked all 
hours of the day and night to build up the business. He soon became a 
well-known figure with his oil-stained brown overall and wild hair and 
beard, often working on the pavement in the sunniest weather to draw 
further attention to his shop. 

In 1989, the first employee was taken on ï Andy Blance, a 
friend and very experienced audax rider. 

In 1992, the first tentative moves were made into national 
advertising, concentrating on the touring and tandem markets, which 
were the particular interests of Robin and Andy. The emphasis had 
completely changed from cheap bikes to very high quality, specialist 
machines, though still often sold at a bargain price made possible by 
Robinôs buying prowess. 

In 1993, Robin decided to move up the road to number 91-93. 
The entire building front was gutted to give a modern, light, air-
conditioned shop and a very superior workshop; the rear was left as a 
long single-storey brick store. St John Street Cycles was rapidly 
becoming known as one of the major touring and tandem suppliers in 
the country. We were gaining an extremely good reputation for the 
quality of our service and the breadth of our knowledge in the field. 

In late 1995 we began to consider manufacturing our own 
bikes. We had become increasingly frustrated by the mistakes and 
missing features on the bikes we could buy and wanted to design what 
we considered to be the ideal touring bike and the ideal tandem. Andy 
used his wealth of experience and study of the subject to design the 
bikes, and the THORN brand was launched. The first bikes were so 
well received that we didnôt even have to advertise them ï they sold as 
quickly as we could get them made. At this point we set up our own 
frame shop and Andy designed complete ranges of Thorn bikes. Thorn 
quickly became established as a premier brand in the tandem touring 
market. At the same time, our mail order business and online store had 
been growing apace, and  our internet site recognised as an industry 
best. 

In 2000, the limited company Thorn Cycles Ltd. Was formed, 
with Robin and Helen Thorn as joint owners. St John Street Cycles 
remains as a trading name of the company. 
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Steel is real! 

 
(1) Robin 
and Andy 
back in 
1992 
 
(2) Robin 
2007 
 
(3) Andy 
2007 

 

Steel is real  
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You couldnôt have these fittings 
 on an alloy or titanium frame  

    The Club Tour is available as a 
complete bike or as a frame kit, 
which comprises of frame and fork, 
complete with seat post and headset 
package. We are so confident that you will 
appreciate its resilient ride, stunning build 
quality and super-tough finish, along with 
the famous ñThorn attention to detailò and 
pedigree handling, that we make the 
following pledge:- 

 For a complete bike. 
 Buy a Club Tour, 
ride it for 14 days 
and, if you are 
not totally 
delighted, upon 
its return, either 
in person or safely packaged in a Thorn bike 
box. We will refund the purchase price of the 
bike including any or all items from the Club 
Tour bike build menu. 
For a frame and  fork package.  
Buy a Club Tour frame and fork and we will 
give you 100 days (!) to complete the project 
and thoroughly test the bike. If you are 
disappointed, you may return it to us and, 
upon its return, we will refund the purchase 
price of the frame and fork package. 

 
 

  
 

   How is that for confidence                                 
>><<>    in the quality  
<    and performance of our 
<<<<<<     product? 

The ñNOT SO SMALLò PRINT 
Provided that, it is returned in the original box and, if you 
have cut down the steerer, there is still room to fit a stem 
and 50mm of spacers. Applies to EU residents only 

About Thorn  


